18         THE LIFE OF KABiR.

for he sided with the people and gave orders
.that Kabir should be put to death. Kabfr was
-removed and made fast in chains. He was
then placed on board a boat which was filled
with stones. The boat sank, but Kabir re-appear-
ed as a boy, floating down the stream on a
leopard's skin.22 He was again 'captured and
now an attempt was made to bum him alive.
He was locked up in a hut which was after-
wards set on fire. When the flames were ex-
tinguished Kabir re-appeared in a form of great
beauty. He was now accused ot wuJicraft and
the people demanded that he should be trampl-
ed to death by an infuriated elephant. Be-
tween the elephant and Kabir there appeared a
lion, at the sight of which the elephant took,
fright.23 Finally the Emperorasked forgiveness
of Kabir and expressed his willingness to un-
dergo any punishment that he might name. To
this Kabir replied that a man should sow flowers
for those who had sown him thorns.

The stories so far related speak of Kabir as
a resident *of Kast ( Benares ). It is natural
that his Hindu followers should wish to associ-
ate him as closely as possible with their sacred

(22) Bairagis often carry about the skin of a deer or
other animal upon which they take f^r wvf upon the ground.
It is symbolic of a life spent in places apart from the haunt"?
of men.

(23) See additional Note, "KaMr in History," iindpr
Shaikh Abdnl Kabir.